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HISTOR 


T the laſt Aſhzes, for the Eonnty 2h 
of H. the Grand Jury being com- 
pofed of Gentlemen, who were 
| = formerly called ToRIEs8, but 

have Aci honour'd themſelves with another 
Name of Diſtinction, unanimouſly: reſolyed' _— 
ſubſcribe a Paper of Inſtructions, which one of 
the Company pulled out of his Pocket, and 
recommended, as containing the very Quin- 

teſſence of Patriotiſm, extracted from all the 
Inſtructions for a Place-bill, before publiſhed. 
From the Record in the London Evening 4 
have tranſcribed this Copy: : 


To Sir A. O. and T. S. Eſq; Repreſentatives 5 
in Parliament for the County of S. | | 
GENTLEMEN, | Sn, 1 
E the Grand jury for the County of F. 1 
being impanelld for this Purpoſe, | 
take the . to preſent you with a et 4 
| 2 4 0 25 1 ys 
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Gentleman, whom the King ſhall 


3 Vid. Collection of Inſtructions. 


EW 
of Inſtructions, deliver'd to us by Perſons, in 
whoſe Judgments we can confide. As the 
Sheriff has made us the proper Repreſenta- 
tives of this County, out of Parliament ; 
we inſiſt upon your voting, in Parliament, 
as we are adviſed to direct. A Bill, for 


reducing the Number of Place- men in the 


Houſe of Commons, has unhappily been 
rejected in that Houſe, by a Majority, con- 


fiſting, as we are told, of Place-men. But 
if you will uſe your utmoſt Endeavours to 


obtain ſuch a Bill, in the next Seſſion, we 


doubt not of Succeſs. We require you to 
diſclaim the Liberty of thinking for your- 
ſelves : And if you ſhould preſume to liſten 
to any plauſible Arguments, which may be 
urged againſt the Bill, and ſhould happen, 

unwarily, to be convinced by them; we 
aſſure you, it is your Duty to give your Suf- 
frages for the Bill, even againſt your Opi- 


nion: * A Bill always abſolutely neceſlary, 


but more neceſſary now, when the General 
Election approaches. For though we, and 


the reſt of the Electors, may then, and at 


all times afterwards, exclude every Placc- 


man, if we think fit, from ſitting in Parlia- 


ment ; yet we cannot truſt ourſelves any 


longer with the Choice of our own Repre- 
ſentatives; and command you, therefore, 


L423 


« jn his Service; ſince the Intereſt of the 
« Crown and People is, and ought to be, 
« inconſiſtent, and the only Means to pre- 


c ſerye our ancient Conſtitution, is thus to 


1 alter the Frame of it. 


Ms. 9 one of the Members inſtructed, was 


preſent at this Aſſembly; and, taking the 
Inſtructions for a Compliment, aimed at ſome- 


thing like a Speech of Thanks for the Honour 


his Friends had done him. Sir A. O. his Col- 


legue, who is not aſhamed to be called a 


Whig, being abſent, Sir T. G. the Foreman, 


was deputed to ſerve the Inſtructions upon him 


at his Houſe; to which a Fit of the Gout 
had confined him. Sir T. G. who found Sir 
A. O. in his Library, ſurrounded with Books, 
having deliver'd his Meſlage, and being ſeated, 5 
Sir 4, O. read the Paper with as ſerious a Look 


as he could counterfeit. © But am I bound,” 
ſaid he, © by theſe Inſtructions?” © 155 
- « ſurely,” anſwered the Foreman, 

Sir A. O. I nap the Honour to be elected a 
Knight of this Shire, chiefly by the Aſliſtance 
of Gentlemen, whoſe Names I do not ſee 
ſubſcribed. And I do not doubt of being 


re- elected, by the ſame Intereſt, though I 


ſhould again be oppoſed by the Subſcribers. 
I own, Sir T. G. I ſhould think myſelf obliged 


to pay a greater Deference to this Requeſt, if 


it came from the Majority of my Conſtituents. 
But by what Right, give me Leave to ask, 


do you and your Brethren of the Grand Jury, 
1 _ who 
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who never voted with me, or for me, inſi iy 
upon my voting as you adviſe ? My Elc@ors, 


1am ſure, (they, who have not ſubſcribed this 
Paper) would not have made me their Repre- 


ſentative, if they had not judged me quali- 
fied to think for myſelf, and honeſt enough 
to vote, as I think. And it was ſaid, in the 


laſt Seſſion, by a Member of the Houſe of 


Commons, who repreſcnts a great City, (one 
whoſe Zeal for the Conntry Intereſt you Will 
not diſpute) © That he did not regard Inſtru- 
„ ions.” And another Member (whoſe uni- 
form Conduct in Parliament, though I differ 


with him in Principles, convinces me of his 
Sincerity) confeſſed, © That when the Con- 
ſtituents have delegated- their Power, they 
cannot, by their Remonſtrances, or popular 
Clamoiir, controul the Actions of their 


ce 
ce 
4 
< Repreſentatives.” And he added, © That 
6 


A 


C 


A 


they had elected; and that, though the 
People have a Right to repreſent their 
Grievances, and tis the Duty of the Parlia- 
ment to redreſs Grievances; yet, if the Houſe 
of Commons ſhould be govern'd by Inſtru- 
© ions, they would declare themſelves an 
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* 
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cc 
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_< uſeleſs and inſignificant Aſſembly.” What? 


if I ſhould have the Vanity to think myſelf a 


better Judge of this Queſtion, than any of my 


Electors, who have not heard in a Debate, as! 
have done, all that can well be ſaid for Or 
againſt it. Have you ſeen this Place Bill? 


he had ſecn ſome Inſtructions, too harſh to 
be offer d by Electors to Perſons whom 


Foreman. | 


PE 


5-40 


57 


Foreman. No. 
Sir A. O. Nor I, Seiter, 
Foreman. Vo ſurpriſe me. 


Sir A. O. 1 nave heard it indeed from the 
Mouth of the Gentleman, who propoſed it. 
But it is too much like an Oracle, I ſuppoſe, 


to be committed to Writing. You may as 


well pen a Whiſper as a Blank. The material | 


Part of the Bill is a mere Blank. 
Foreman. Ihr, I imagine, is agrecable 


to the Forms of your Houſe. 
Fir A. O. I po not pretend to be verſed in 
Forms. But I think, that ſuch a Blank is con- 
trary to Form: And, I am ſure, it is contrary 
to Reaſon. The Bill, tho' not deſigned to 
exclude all Place-men, begins with an Exclu- 

ſion, of all, except And then follows 
2 aBlank, capacious enough to contain a greater 


Number of Officers, than ſome Advocates for 
a Place-bill are willing to admit. The Mob 
is taught to cry, © No Place- men!“ by the 


Candidates for Places. If-Place-men, as ſuch, 
are unfit to ſerve in Parliament, why are any 
admitted? If Place- men may ſafely be ad- 
_ mitted, why are any excluded? Few Argu- 
ments, I believe, can be invented for reducing, 


as It is called, the Number 'of Place-men in 


the Houſe of Commons, that may not be 
urged for excluding all. But to (exclude all 
Place- men, would be prepoſterous, as was ſaid 


by a Gentleman, who ſpoke in the laſt Seſſion 


for the Bill, and having, as he own'd, an Em- 


ployment himſelf, contended only for exclude- 


ing 
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ing ſome, whom, in his Opinion, t 7s nei. 
ther decent nor fafe to admit. Now, is it 
not more reaſonable to enumerate particularly 
ſuch Officers, -as may be thought unworthy of 


aà Seat in Parliament, (that the Houſe may di- 
ſtinctly conſider the Nature of each Office) 


than to exclude All, with an Exception, in 
which the Propoſers of the Bill cannot be ſure, 
that all Officers are included, whom they 
would deign to admit: The Place-bill is the 
common Subject of Converſation. Members 


of Parliament ſolicit their Electors to ſolicit 


Them to vote for the Place- bill. The Con- 


Ee ſtitution is not (ſecure, they cry, without 


* the Place- bill. We inſiſt upon the Placc- 
ce bill.” What Place-bill > The ſame, you will 
ſay, as was propoſed in the laſt Seſſion. And 
what was that !- -A Blank. The worthy 
Member, who propoſed it, did indeed tell us, 
what it ſhould be. But for a Reaſon, which 
I gueſs, the Scheme has not been publiſhed. 
And I doubt much, whether my Collegue has 


acquainted you with it. Nor will I pretend 
to repeat the Liſt of Employments deſigned to 


| be inſerted in the Blank. But I can aſſure you, 
it differs from that, which was formerly 


offered by the ſame Gentleman. And I am 
convinced by his Authority, that it is difficult 


to determine preciſely, what Place- men ought 


to be excepted out of the general Excluſion. 


Foreman. I MusT own, I never heard, what 


Offices were deſigned to be excepted: A few 
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only, I conjecture, and thoſe of the firſt Rank: 
The Red- coats, T hope, are not included. 


Sir A. O. Y ts, they are: And tho I do 


not agree with you in thinking, that Gentle- 


men of Family or Fortune, who are truſted by 
the King and Parliament with the Defence of 
the Kingdom, are not fit to be truſted by their 


Electors with Seats in the Houſe of Commons; 


I ſee no Reaſon for putting them upon a better 
Foot than the chief Servants of the Crown. 
Jou ſeem to wonder. I will explain myſelf. 


As the Law now ſtands, (which ſeems not to 


be generally known) * it a Member of the 
Houſe of Commons accepts any Office of Pro- 
fit from the Crown, his Election is void; 


and a new Writ muſt iſſue; tho' he may be 


re- elected. But this Proviſion does not ex- 


tend to any Member being an Officer in the 


Navy or Army, who receives any new or 


other Commiſſion in the Navy or Army, 


Now, if all general Officers in the Army, 
and all Colonels commanding Regiments, as 
well as all Admirals, and Captains of Men of 


War, are permitted to ſit in the Houſe, (as 


the Gentleman, who moved the Bill, propoſed) 
and if they may continue Members without 
Re- election, after Acceptance of new Com- 
miſſions, they have an Advantage not allowed 
to Perſons in other Employments, tho of 
the greateſt Dignity. 
AN p (as we were told by one of the Gen- 
tlemen who ſpoke for the Bill) there are 
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now Seventy- ſu general Officers, and Thinty- 


four Colonels. What the Number of Cap 


| tains of Men of War is, or may be ee | 


I-cannot tell. Beſides, ſo many other Offices 


are intended to be tenable with a Seat in Par- 


liament, that (as the Propoſer of the Bill ſaid) 


One hundred and Fifty Officers would ſtill be | 


capable of being Members; and a Gentleman 


of great Parts and Eloquence, who ſpoke on 
the fame Side of the Queſtion, made, by his 


Calculation, the Number much greater. 


Foreman. AT this rate, this will not be 


ſuch a ſ(elf-denying Bill, as we imagined it to 
Sir A. O. Nor is it intended to be fo. The 


Propoſer of it, in recommending the Bill, ſaid, 


he would make the Exception as large as might 


be; ſo that, if all who voted for the Bill, wiſhed 


it might paſs, (which has been doubted) there 
is room for them in the next Parliament, 


though they ſhould have the Diſgrace of being 
Place men; or the Bill may be repealed, if it 


be found inconvenient. The Clauſe in the 
Act of Succeſſion for excluding all Place- men, 


— 


met with this Fate. — I muſt, however, in 


| Juſtice ro the Gentleman, who moved the Bill, 
acknowledge, that he opened it with great 

Fairneſs and Candour, informing us, that he 
meant. to exclude inferior Officers only. To 
the Objection, that the Bill was a great Altera- 


tion of the Conſtitution, he anſwered, as you 


ſay in the Inſtructions, That it is neceſſary to 


; n the Contituie, If that be true: the 


Con- 50 


_ 
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Conſtitution has had good Luck in being pre- 
ſerved ſo long without it. For what is now 


ſaid of Corruption, Was aſſerted in the Reign 


of King William, by the firſt Deviſers of theſe 


ſelf-denying Bills. As to the Objection, that 


the Bill is an Abridgment of the Right of the 
Electors, he ſaid, That their Rights had al- 
« ready been very much abridg d by ſeveral Acts 
of Parliament.“ That is true; but is the Argu- 
ment popular? If the Electors are willing to be 


abridged of their Rights of chuſing Place. men, 
they may abridge themſelves of that Right, if 


they think fit. As to the Aſſertion (made, as 
he ſaid, in ſome Papers) that, if the Bill fhould 
paſs, few Gentlemen of Property or Ability 
would be elected Members, he anſwered, © Thar 


dur from declining the Service of their Coun- 


try in Parliament, Men of Fortune, if they 


were not over · balanced by Place · men, would 


be inclined to ſerve, with a View of reſcuing 
their Eſtates from the Burden. of thoſe Taxes 
© which have ſo long ſubſiſted, and are not yet 


* diminiſhed.” I am as ſorry as he can be, that 
thoſe Taxes remain, and will probably be in- 

creaſed by the War. But the Self. intereſt of 
Country Gentlemen, if this Bill ſhould paſs, 


and they ſhould ptocure themſelves to be 


elected Members, with this View of freeing 


themſelves from the Burden of Taxes, would, 
1 fear, be a more perni 
the loflncace of Places. 

ence ſhould prevail likewito in a future Parlia- 


ment, (which may Pen oy Bill will ſcarce 
be 


ious Influence, than 
nd if another Influ- 
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[ 10 ] 
be the Means of preſerving the Conſtitution. 
But have the Place-men (of whom, as you fay. 


the Majority of the Houſe of Commons is 
compoſed) no Property? Have their Friends, 


who, without Places, often concur with them, 


no Property! A Regiſter of Eſtates, which 
many of your Friends oppoſe, would ſoon tell 


in whom is the greater Property; a Property 


too valuable, and too permanent, not to be 
more regarded, even by the Selfiſh, than the 
precarious Tenure of the moſt lucrative Em- 


ployment. The Act 109 Anne, which re- 


| quires the Qualification of Eſtates, is, in ſome 
meaſure, a Security againſt the Influence of 
Places. But if you ill dread the Effects of 

this Influence, Why do you not fear another 
kind of Influence? An Influence equally, at 
leaſt, pernicious, the Influence of Anger ang 
Reſentment. Is it no Scandal, to tell Gentle- | 
men, they vote one way, becauſe they are paid? 
And is it a Scandal, to ſay, their Adverſaries 
vote differently, becauſe they are not paid! If 

you impute the Compliance of thoſe, who 


conſtantly ſupport tlie Adminiſtration, to the 


| Influence of Places; may not they impute the 


conſtant Oppoſition of your Fricnds, to the 


Influence of Reſentment ? For my own part, 


(as was faid, in the laſt Seſhon, by an honeſt 


Country Gentleman) I can't tell by Experience, 
how either of theſe Influences would operate 
upon me, having never had any Place, and 
having never been diſappointed in my Expecta- 

tion of any. But Diſappointment ſcems to be 
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[11 ] 
a worſe Motive than Dependence; and if, in a 
future Parliament, any Members ſhould be 
under the Influence of Diſaffection to this Go- 
vernment, a Combination between the Diſap- 


pointed and Diſaffected, would then probably 


furniſh a Number equal to that of Place- men, 
as was ſaid by the ſame Country Gentleman. 
Foreman. This is the common Artifice of 


you Miniſtry-men, to call Patriotiſm Diſaffe- 
ction: But, I hope, the Gentlemien in the 
Country Intereſt, will ſtill endeavour to put 
Things upon a right Foot, though they ſhould 


be called Facobites for o doing. 


Sir A. O. You can't be ignorant, that there 
are ſome Facobites in the Kingdom; and 
though I know, that you, and many Gentle- 


men, who wiſh a Change in the Adminiſtra- 


tion, wiſh no Change in the Government; I 
think, I may as well ſuſpect, that Zacobztes 
will diſguiſe themſelves in the Form of 
Patriots, to obtain that which they really 


deſign,” as that Men of Family and Fortune 


will be biaſſed by their Places, to enſlave 


themſelves and their Poſterity, which they 
certainly cannot deſign. Why is this Place- 


bill ſo much inſiſted d upon vow Corruption, 
you ſay, prevails i in the Senate. Is this an Ar- 
gument to perſuade the Majority of the Houſe | 
to yield? Was the Motion for the Bill a Com- 


pliment to that Aſſembly? (as one Gentleman 
was pleaſed to fay) No! it is (to uſe the 


5; Words of another Gentleman) ſaying, * Join 
* with us, who have abuſed you, and abuſe 


CG 4 your. 


E 44.7 


« yourſelves. *" If they have ſold their Votes 
to the Prejudice of their Country, Will 'they 


have the Folly to own the Charge? 2 If they are 


not conſcious of deſerving the Reproach, 
Will they conſent to alter 'the Form of the 
Conſtitution, to gratify their Adverſarics? If 


all the Surgeons of Edinburgh, who, | find, 


are great Politicians likewitc, ſhould come 


in a Body to a certain Great Miniſter and 
adviſe him to be blooded, would he hold 
out his Arm at their Requeſt, if he felt no Diſ- 


order? And would he be more inclined to 


humour them, if they ſhould affirm, that his 


Grace ſent them! Or would he not lay, as he 
ſaid in the Houſe, © No Man will take Phy- 
« ſick fora Dilcaſe, which he is not conſcious 
he lies under?“ It has been asked, in what 


Inſtances has this undue Influence of Prefer- 


ment appeared? The Anſwer is, “ Nothing 


** has been done by the Miniſtry, which the 
Parliament has not approved.“ is this Cen- 


ſure, or Applauſe? But in what particular n- 


aner! The Anſwer is, In the Riot Act 


(made to prevent Inſurrections and Rebellions); 


in the Exciſe Scheme (which the Majority 


laid aſide, when they found it was, though by 


Miſtepreſentation, rendered unpopular) ; and 


in the late Approbation of the Meaſures taken 
to prevent, if it were not neceſlary, or at leaſt 


defer, a War with Spain; a War which has 


ſince been declared. One Reaſon given for 


avoiding this War, if it were poſlible, was the 
Apprehenſion of < an Alliance between Hain 
and 
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and France. Leſs puſillanimous Politicians 
ridiculed that Prediction. I wiſh, that it were 


{till a Prediction only, and that they might 


ſtill ridicule it. But the Dye is caſt; we are 
engaged in the War. The juſteſt War (as this 


is) "muſt be attended with great Expence, and 


that increaſed too by ſome Accidents, which 


no Forecaft could prevent. The Nation is 


encouraged, by Events in the Weſjt-Indies, to 
hope for a Continuance of Succeſs: And 
though France has declared a Reſolution to 
retard the Progreſs of our Arms, we neither 
Ae, mor onght to be intimidated. Burt ſurely 


it is not proper at this Time to diſunite our- 


ſelves by Diſputes about ſpeculative Propoſi- 


tions. 
Foreman. Bur, Sir, the Voice of the People! 


5 Sir A. O. OF what People? Of the Electors 

mn general? They want no Law to reſtrain 

W them from chuſing Place-men. Why ſhould 
they importune the Legiſlaturc to limit their 


Choice, when they may without Law confine 


themſelves? Is it popular to tell the People, 
or will they own, that they are too venal to 
be truſted with the Choice of their Repreſenta- ; 
tives? There are Citizens and Burgeſſes in Par- 
liament, as well as Knights of the Shire; and 


til] Olivers Project is renewed, (which ſome 


of your Friends ſeem willing to attempt) I 
cannot think, that the Grand Juries of Coun- 


ties have a Right to ſpeak for the whole Body 
of Electors. Andi in this County, which I have 


the Honour to ee, yaa Opinion, I be- 
| -UEVC, 


[ 14 ] 


licve, is not the Senſe of my Conſtituents. If 
the Majority of the Electors in any City o 


Borough have conſented to theſe Inſtructions; 
let them act as they ſpeak, and they need not 
require the Law for themſelves; but they have 


no Right to require it for others. I was in 
hopes, indeed, that we ſhould hear no more 


of this Bill in this Parliament. With what 


Proſpect of Succeſs is it again moved! You 
have a better Opinion of the Majority, I ſec, 
than you confeſs. Either you contradict your 
ſelves in believing, that all Place-men arc not 
determined to vote, as their Intereſt guides 
them; or you muſt allow, (as the Fact is) that 
the Majority is not compoſed of Place- men. 
Or do you hope, that ſome Members will be 
corrupted with the Fear of loſing their Seats in 
the next Parliament, if they do not vote againſt 
their Opinion in this? Or do you rely upon 
the Votes and Credit of ſome Members, who 
were Place-men in the laſt Seſſion, and will 


not be Place-men in the next? How can you 


be ſure, that, having repented ſo late, they 
will not relapſe into their former Complai- 
fance ? If the Bill ſhould pals in the Houſe of 


Commons, you may foreſce, what will be its 


Fortune in the Houſe of Lords. Will they 


make a Precedent againſt themſelves ? and 
ftrike at their own Power? It the Members of 


the Houſe of Commons muſt be compelled by 


the Voice of the People, to deprive themſelves Fl 


of their natural Capacity; will not the Lords 
| ſoon be called upon to deprive nen, of 
— e e ee their 


E 


their natural Rights? And will not the Lords 


juſtly excite a Clamour againſt their Parti- 
ality, if they conſent to a Bill which makes 


an Office and a Seat in the Houſe of Commons 


ncompatible, upon the Principle of Influence 


and Corruption, and leave themſelves at Li- 
N to enjoy Employ ments of Profit, tog 'B 
ther with their Peerages? 


Foreman. BUT I have heard, that in King 
William's Reign, a Bill of this Kind was ſent 
from the Commons, and did paſs. in the 
Honſe of Lords; tho' the King refuſed the 


Royal Aſſent to it. 


Sir A. O. Ir is very true, that a Bill 
" „ Tourking free and impartial Proceedings in 
Parliament, paſſed in both Houſes, and 


was rejected by the King. What was the 
= Tendency of that Bill, and of other Bills, 
which bore the ſame Title, in that and the 


following Reign, I have learn'd from Hiſtory; 


being too young to be an Obſerver of pub- 
lick Tranſactions in thoſe Times. And if I 
could take the Liberty to detain you, I could 
ſatisfy you, I believe, that the firſt Projectors 


of Place-bills were not Self-deniers. 


Ius Collection of Books and MSS. relates 


chicfly to the Engliſb Conſtitution. By their 
Help, if you- would do me the Honour to 


dine with me, I would undertake, in the After- 


noon, to give you a Detail of what has been 


attempted, and what has been obtained, to 


prevent the Influence of Places in the Houſe 
of Commons. The Variety of Propoſitions 


made 
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made for this Purpoſe, demonſtrate their In. 
certainty. And it will appear, that the Ads, 
which have paſled, and are now in Force, for 
remedying the Evil complained of, make 1 
further Remedy unncceſlary : If not, that the 
Remedy now deſired would be as incffectual, 
as it is unſeaſonable and inconvenient. 


Sm T. G. having accepted the Invitation, 
and growing by Degrees more familiar, the 


Converſation at Dinner was enlivened with 
that Chearfulneſs and Pleaſantry, which good 


Nature and good Breeding are then apt to 
promote, even in a mixed Company of Gen 
tlemen not agreeing in their political Senti- 


ments. Sir A. O. recommended himſelf to 
his Gueſt by talking of Country Affairs; and 


Sir T. G. checked his Spleen againſt Courtiers; 
and really began to think, that the Meaſures 

of the Adminiſtration had been miſrepreſent- 
ed; ſince Sir A. O. whoſe Independence he 


knew, had gencrally approved them; tho he 


could not refrain from joking upon the Go- 
vernment, for not giving Sir John Norris an 


Eaſt Wind. After Dinner, when they had 


drank Wine enough, Sir 4.0. propoſed to 


return to the Library, and drink Coffee there. 
The Diſcourſe upon Place-bills was renewed:: 
And Sir A. thus periormed his Promiſe : _ 

Sir A. O. You will perhaps expect from me 


an Account of the Sclf-denying Ordinance ; 
tho it bears no Reſemblance to a modern 


Place bill 
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Place-bill. Cromrwel7s Trick in procuring it, 


and his Uſurpation, which was the Effect of 
it, are generally known; and deteſted Yet this 
Ordinance did not diſable Officers to fit in 
Parliament, tho' it diſcharged the Members 
of both Honſes from the Offices then held by 
them, which had been conferred by both or 
either of the Houſes of Parliament, or by any 


Authority derived from both or cither of them, 


ſince the 20th Day of November 1640. As 
fot thoſe Members, who had Offices by Grant 
E from the King before that Parliament, and 
were by him diſplaced, ſitting the Parliament, 
and had ſince, by Authority of both Houſes, 
been reſtored ; they (with ſome others) were 
by expreſs Words excepted. And even thoſe 
Members, who were thus diſmiſſed from their 


Employments, were not incapacitated to ac- 
cept the ſame, or other Offices, by a new Ap- 


pointment. e „ 
. MH L OCX E, in his Speech againſt : 
this Ordinance, repeats and anſwers the pre- 
tended Reaſons for it. One of his Reaſons 
_ againſt it, is a Reaſon againſt any Place-bill. 


His Words are theſe: © I ſhall conclude with 


the Example of the Grecians and Romans, 
c amongſt whom, Sir, you know, that the 


** greateſt Offices, both of War and Peace, 


cc 


capable to do them the greateſt Service; 
I pitlocte's Memorials; p. 115. 5 
| D cc and 


— 0 


©. were conferred upon their Senators. And 
their Reaſons'were, becauſe They, having 
greater Intereſt than others, were the more 


— — ww? - i . - ; , 
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and having the ſame Intereſt with the Se. 
< nate, and preſent at their Debates, they 
« underſtood their. Buſineſs the better, and 
e were. leſs apt to break their Truſt, which 
ſo nearly concerned their private Intereſt, 
which was involved with the Publick; and 
<« the better they underſtood their Buſineſs, 
better Service 3 be 3 fromm 
then 
« SIR, I. humbly ſubmit the Avplicaion to 
your Judgment: Your Anceſtors: did the 
8 they thought the Members of Par- 
liament fitteſt to be employed in the greateſt 
Offices. I hope, you will be of the ſame. 
< Judgment; and not at this time, to pals this 
% Ordinance, and thereby t to diſcourage your 
faithful Servants. ” . 

Bur it was in vain to argue againſt this Self: 
denying Ordinance, which, as IS hitloc te ys, 
paſſed, Envy and Self ends prevailing. 

In the Reign of King Charles the Second, 
tho the Compliance of his long Parliament, 
called The Penſioner Parliament, was liable 
to much Cenſure; yet, in his next Parliaments, 
when the Houſe of Commons were averſe to 
the Court, and the Behaviour of their Prede- 
ceſſors was freſh in their Memory; they did 
not attempt thus to alter the Conſtitution, by 
excluding from their Houſe the Servants of 
the Crown; tho they prepared Bills for e- 
cluding the King's Brother from the Throne. 

In the Reign of King James, the Diſſent 
of his Houle of Commons to the Meaſures th 
rae 
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the Court, when they perceived his Deſign to | | ; 
introduce an arbitrary Government, is a re- 18 

markable Evidence, that Preferment, and the TH 
Favour of the Crown, will not always ſeduce _ 


the Gentry of England to aſſiſt in ſubverting 
the Laws of their Country. But Party-zeal + 9 
and Diſappointment does often prevail in great Ri 
Aſſemblies, and endanger publick Liberty. 
This appeared, after the Revolution, in the 
Conduct of the Tories, and ſome Whigs, Who 
united their Endeavours to diſtreſs their Deli- 
verer. Give me Leave to read ſome Paſſages 
out of Burner's Hiſtory of his own Times. 
X Bur the Party of the Tories were too 
9 inconſiderable, to have raiſed a great Op- 
« poſition, if a Body of Whigs had not join- 
« ed. Some. of — had ſuch Republican 7 bY 
Notions, that they were much ſet againſt 

e the Prerogative; and they thought, the \} 
King was become too ſtiff in maintaining 70 


: „it. Others were offended, becauſe they tk 
i « were not conſidered, nor preferred, as they I 
| © thought they deſerved: The chief of theloa © 8 
4 | © were Mr. Paul Foley, and Mr. Harley, 
4 | © The firſt of theſe was a younger Son of one, il 
* who from mean Beginnings, had from Iron- 

. < works. raiſed one of the greateſt Eſtates 

l “ that had been in our Time. He was a 

1 “learned, tho nor a practiſing Lawyer; and 

+ Was a Man of Virtue and good Principles, 

K s but moroſe and wilful; and he had the Af- 

„ ſfecdation of paſſing for a great Patriot, by 

5 * Vol. II, p. 109. : 

.: Sh: « his 
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his conſtant finding Fault with the Govern- 


ment, and keeping up an IIl- humour and 
bad Opinion of the Court. Harley was 


a Man of a noble Family, and very eminent- 


ly learned, much turned to Politicks, and 


of a reſtleſs Ambition. He was a Man of 


great Induſtry and Application, and knew 
Forms, and the Records of Parliament, ſo 


well, that he was capable both of lengthening 

out and of perplexing Debates. Nothing 
could anſwer his aſpiring Temper. So he 
and Foley joined with the Tories to create 
Jealouſies, and raiſe an Oppoſition. They 
ſoon grew able to delay Matters long, and 
ſet on Foot ſome very uncaſy Things, that 
were popular; ſuch as the Bill againſt Par- 
liament. mens having 'Flaces, and that for 

diſſolving the Parliament, and W a new 
one every third Year, '— 8 
—— © WHEN * the Party, that was. Kt 
againft the Court, faw they. could carry 

nothing in either Houſe of Parliament; 
then they turned their whole Strength 
againſt the preſent Parliament, to force 4 


Diſſolution, And in order to that, they 
firſt loaded it with a Name of an ill Sound. 


And, whereas King Charless Long Parlia- 


ment was called The Lenſianer Parliament, 
they called this The Officers Parliament; 
becauſe many, that had Commands in rhe 


Army, were of it. And the Wore: a 


vol. II. p. 105 106, „ 
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they gave out among the People, was, That 


we were to be governed by a ſtanding 
Army, and a ſtanding Parliament, They 


tried to carry a Bill, that render'd all Mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons incapable 
of Places of Truſt or Profit; ſo that every 
Member, that accepted a Place, ſhould be 
expelled the Houſe, and be incapable” of 
being choſen again, to ſit in the current Par- 
liament. The Truth was, it came to be 


obſerved, that ſome got Credit by oppoſing 


the Government; and that, to ſilence them, 
they were preferred ; and then they changed 
their Note, and were as ready to flatter, as 


before to find Fault. This gave a ſpecious 


Colour to thoſe who charged the Court 


with Deſigns of corrupting Members, or, 


at leaſt, of ſtopping their Mouths by Places 
or Penſic ons. When this Bill was ſet on, 
it went through the Houſe of Commons 
© with little or no Difficulty: Thoſe who 
were in Places had not Strength and Credit 
to make great Oppoſition to it; they being 
the Perſons concerned, and looked on as 
Parties: And thoſe who had no Places, had 
not the Courage to oppoſe it: For, in 
them, it would have looked as an Art to 
| recommend themſelves to one. So the Bill 
paſſed in the. Houſe of Commons ; but it 
<© was rejected by the Lords: Since it ſeemed 
to eſtabliſh an Oppoſition between the 
Crown and the People; as if thoſe who 
c* were 
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ce were employ'd by the one, could not be 
* truſted by the other. 

WII this View, and with this Succeſs, was 
the firſt Place-bill propoſed, 1692. As I have 
Copies, in this Collection, of the ſeveral Place- 


bills which have been propoſed, I will read the 


Preamble of this: | 
% FORASMUCH as nothing can be of 


« greater Importance to the 3 than 
< that ſuch Perſons as are elected by the 
People to repreſent them in Parliament, 
© ſhould faithfully diſcharge the high Truſt 
< repoſed in them: And whereas, in former 
< Parliaments, under the late Kings, ſeveral 


Members have been ſo far corrupted, as to 


< neglett the true Intereſt of the Nation, pre- 


Ao  _ their own Advantage before that of 
te the Public —x 
THEREFORE the Bill Enacted, That, if 
any Member, except the Speaker, from and 


after the Firſt Day of February 1692. ſhould, 


after his Election, accept any Place under the 
Crown, he ſhould be diſabled to ſit in the 
Houſe of Commons, and give any Voice there- 
in, during that Parliament. 

Vo will obſerye, That this Bill did not 
take from the EleQors their Right of chuſing 


. Place-men, unleſs upon a Vacancy made by 


ther hcceptance of an Office after Election; 
nor did it vacate the Election of a Member, : 
who had an Office before his Election. | 


Tus 


13 


[23] 
THE ridiculous Exception, in favour of the 
Speaker, which became a Matter of Contro- 


| verſy in the next Seſſion, was, probably, in 


this, one Reaſon with the Lords for their re- 
jecting the Bill. 


IN the next Seſſion 1693. che ſame Bill, 


verbatim, (except in the Commencement, 


which was the Firſt Day of January 1693 ) 7 
paſſed without Oppoſition in the Houſe of 


Commons. 
THE Lords agreed to it with Amendments, 


which allowed the Member, diſabled by his 
Acceptance of an Office after Election, to be 


re- elected in the ſame Parliament; and left 
out the Proviſo in favour of the Speaker. 


THE Commons agreed to the Amendments 
relating to the Re- election; but diſagreed to 
the Amendment relating to the Speaker; for 


which, in a Conference, this Reaſon was given: 


« That the Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 


cc 


mons, being frequently a Perſon eminent 


| © in the Law, is, by his conſtant Attendance = 


« in that Chair, hinder d from his Practice in 


the Courts below: So that, if he be made 
e incapable of other Office or Employment, 
te the Commons, in. the Choice of their 
Speaker, will prejudice the Perſon hey 


« deſign for that Employ.” 
Tux Lords thereupon did not inſiſt upon 


this Amendment; tho' many Lords, upon the 
Queſtion, for Agreement with the Commons, . 
diſſented; and the Earl of Rocheſter, and Bi- 


ſhop of London, ſubſcribed this Proteſt: 
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e BECAUSE that an Act that complains of 
Corruption, in former Parliaments, and de- 


ſigns to provide againſt it for the future, 


Members from taking Employments, eſpe- 


* cially the Speaker of that Houſe; who, if he 


can be capable of being corrupted, may, by 


* himſelf alone, do much more Miſchief than a 


great many of the Members can do together. 


A 
A 


dangerous Conſcquence in Times to come.” 


Ir may be proper to take Notice, that Sir 
John Trevor was then Speaker, who (if we 


may believe Burnet, Vol. II. p. 43.) recom- 


_ mended himſelf to the Chair by his Dexterity 
in managing the Tories ; and was furniſh'd 
with Money to buy off Votes, a Practice more 
pernicious, as it is more ſecret, than rewarding 
by Offices, and likely to be more frequent 


als under another Miniſtry, if the Placc- 


bill ſhould paſs into a Lac. 
Ap I muſt add, That this Speaker, Civ 
7 ohn Trevor, was rand expelled the 


nn 


ought not, in our Opinion, to contain a. 
Clauſe to allow any one Member of the 
Houſe of Commons to be excepted from the 
general Rules preſeribed, to hinder all the 


*© And this Clauſe, allowing the Speaker of 
the Houſe of Commons to be capable of 
ſuch Preferments, Advantages, and Employ- 
ments, which all other Members are debar- 
red from, by virtue of this Act, ſeems to 
_ © eſtabliſh the Poſlibility of Corruption in 
e him by a Law, which, we conceive, would 
be ſcandalous for the preſent, and of very . 
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Houſe, for accepting a Gratuity ; thongh nor 
from the Crown. 


Bur to return to this Place-bill in 1693. 


Had the King given the Royal Aſſent to it, 
(which he refuſed) the Law would then have 


been juft as it now is, by virtue of the Act 
made in Queen Année s Reign, which I ſhall 
ſoon mention more particularly. And if, as 
that Houſe of Commons in 1693. thought, this 
Law was ſufficient to redreſs the Grievance of 


Corruption, why ſhould this Houſe of Com- | 
mons be leſs content with a Remedy, which. 


the moſt active Adverſaries to the Court then 
contended for, as effectual? Their Opinion is 
manifeſted by the Reſentment which they ex- 
preſſed, when the King refuſed his Royal Aſſent 


to this Bill. The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a 
Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider 
of the State of the Kingdom; and Colonel 


Granville reported from "the Committee theſe 


Gene ink 


THAT whoevet adviſed the King not 
<6 to give the Royal Aſſent to the Act Touch: 
ing free and impartial Proceedings in Parlia- 
ment, (which was to redreſs a Grievance, 


Lay 


C 


Lg) 


c 


Ll 


c 


<« my to theit Majeſties, and the Kingdom. 


2. © THAT a Repreſentation be made to 
his Majeſty, humbly to lay before him, how _ 
few the Inſtances have been, in former 
Reigns, of denying the Royal Aſſent to Bills 
for Redreſs of Grievances ; ; and the great 
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and take off a Scandal upon the Proceedings 
of the Commons in Parliament) is an Ene⸗ 


e — 
ay * EIT * — 2 55 n the EN > Ko 
4 2 * AD — . 5 
1 p # £ ; . Ti 
* „rr :Þ T0 4 4 
EN govt oh hoe Wt. bs TA - * R 
- * 3 — „ 22 _—_—_ —— 
” . is r a _ , 
o 1 8 LEE is 


—— 1 __ 
1 . . 
a — 5 e * 
. r er "aca 5 5 
, * . 


Nw 


0 


(c 


b 


- 


Wits 


= 


EF 


A 


much to the clearing the Reputation of this 


Houſe, after their having ſo freely voted to 


« ſupply the publick Occaſions.” 
THESE Reſolutions were agreed to by the 


Houſe ; and a Committee was appointed to 
prepare an humble Repreſentation to his Ma- 
jeſty upon the ſaid Reſolutions. 

THE Repreſentation was reported from the 


n and1 is as follows z VIS, 


May it pleaſe Tour Moſt E xcellent Majeſty, 


Bk W E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
Subjects, the Commons in Parliament 


c aſſembled, think ourſelves bound in Duty 


< to your Majeſty, humbly to repreſent, that 
the Uſage in Parliament in all Times, hath 
a That what Bills have been agreed by 


both Houſes for the Redreſs of Grievances, 


or other publick Good, have, when tendered. 
cc tothe Throne, obtained the Royal Aſſent *: 


Cc 


nh 


a) 


0 


A 


Caſes hath not been given, and thoſe at- 
tended with great Inconveniencies to the 


5 * 


* Queen E lizabeth refuſed the Royal Aſſent to F 1 
eight publick Bills, at one Time. Va. Townſhend's Hiſt. 


Tag Collections, p. 127. 


5 Crown 


Grief of the Commons for his not having 
given the Royal Aſſent to ſeveral publick 5 


Bills, and particularly to the Bill intituled, 
An Aci touching free and impartial Pro- 


ceedings in Parliament; which tended ſo 


And that there- are very few Inſtances in 
former Reigns, where ſuch Aſſent in ſuch, 
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« Crown of England; eſpecially where the 


« fame hath been with-held by Inſinuations of 


cc. particular Perſons, without the Advice of 


the Privy Council; thereby creating great 
e Piſaffections and Jealouſies in the Minds 
_ « of the People. 
_<« Your Commons therefore, out of their 
< ſincere Deſire of the Welfare of your Ma- 


« jeſty, and your Government, and that you 
may always reign in Proſperity and Happi- 


_ « neſs in the Affection of your Subjects, can- 
© not without Grief of Heart reflect, that 
4 ſince your Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Crown, 
« ſeyeral publick Bills, made by Advice of 
« both Houſes of Parliament, have not ob- 
© tained the Royal Aſſent; and in particular 
one Bill, intituled, An Act touching free 


« and impartial Proceedings in Parliament : 
«© Which. was made to redreſs a Grieyance, 


and take off a Scandal relating to the es 


« ceedings of your Commons in Parliament, 


d after they had freely voted great Supplies 
for the publick Occaſions; which they can 
* impute to no other Cauſe, than your Ma- 
« Jeſty's being unacquainted with the Conſti- 


tutions of Parliament f, and the Infinua- 


A 
* 


c your Majeſty contrary to the Advice of Par- 
5 liament; and therefore cannot but look ON 


A 


+ For Words like theſe, a Member: in the late Reign, 
was committed Priſoner to the Tuer. 


3 —- « ſuch 


tions of particular Perſons, who take upon 
them, for their own particular Ends, toadviſe 
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* ſuch as Enemies to your Majeſty, and your 
** Kingdom. 


WE beg, Sir, you will be pleaſed to con- 
« ſider us as anſwerable to thoſe we repreſent 3 


and it is from your Goodneſs we muſt ex- 
cc 


pect to ſoften to them, in ſome meafure, the 


8 neceflary Hardſhips they are forced to un- 


“ dergo in this preſent Conjuncture; and 


2 e humbly beſeech your Majeſty, for 
„ the removing all 


Jealouſies from your 
e People, (without which the Parliament will 


« be ics able to ſerve your Majeſty, or to 
< ſupport the Government) to be pleaſed to 


* follow tlic Courſe of the beſt of your 


46 


* 
<< Predeceſlors, and to direct ſome Expedient, 


whereby your Majeſty, your Parliament and 
People, may reap the Fruit deſigned by that 
Bill, to which your Majeſty, by ill Advice, 
was pleaſed 0 lately to deny re Royal 


cc 


Aa . 


r 


Bur the Houſe thought fit to Leave out thoſe 


uncivil Words, © Tour Majeſty's being unac- 


* quainied with the Conſtitutions of Par- 


and to diſagree with the Com- 
mittce in the laſt Paragraph; inſtead whereof, 


another Concluſion for the ſaid Repreſenta- 


tion was agreed to, being prepared by a Com- 
- mittee upon the Debate "of the Houle, 


That 
Concluſion was in theſe Words: 


«« Uron theſe Conſiderations, we humbly 
<« beſcech your Majeſty to believe, that none 


( can have ſo great a Concern and Intereſt 


in the * and * of your 
| « Majcſty, 


1 21 
| « Majeſty, and your Government, as your 
| « two Houſes of Parliament; and do there- 
e fore humbly pray, That, for the future, 
e your Majeſty would graciouſly be pleaſed to 
| « hearken to the Advice of your Parliament, 


| < and not to the ſecret Advices of particular 
e Perſons, who may have private Intereſts of 
| © their own, ſeparate from the true Intereſt of 


s your Majeſty, and your People.” 
| To this Repreſentation, preſented by the 
| whole Houle, the King g gave this Anf wer: 


| Gratlemen, 


AM very ſenſible of the a Affedtions 
you have expreſſed to me upon many 


« + Odeo and of the Zeal you have ſhewn 
te for our common Intereſt. I ſhall make uſe 


« of this Opportunity to tell you, that no 
Prince ever had a higher Eſteem for the 


« Conſtitution of the Exgli 
* than myſelf, and that I ſhall ever have a 


Aa b 


*I am perſuaded, that nothing can ſo much 
«ce 

. 
16% 
cc 
0 
cc 


N 


aſſure you, I will look upon ſuch Perſons 


to be my Enemies, who ſhall adviſe any 
f© thing that may leſſen it. 


Wulch Anſwer being conſidered by the 
Houſe; and the Queſtion being put, That an 


_ Application be Age to his n 
for 


eee 3 
ka 


HERS 


Government 


« great Regard to the Advice of Parliaments. 


conduee to the Happineſs and Welfare of 
this Kingdom, as, an intire Confidence be- 
tween the King and People, which I ſhall | 
by all means endeavour to preſerve; and I 


5 : 
? , 
G * 
1 
. iT IJ 
. 
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for a further Anſwers it paſſed in the Neg: 


tive. Jea's, 88. No's, 229. 


A xp ſo this Conteſt ended. But afterwards 
in the ſame Seſſion, upon the ſecond reading 
of a Bill then depending in the Houſe, for 
granting Duties on Salt, Ale and Beer, it 
was reſolved, © That no Member of the Houſe 


* ſhould be concerned directly or indirectly, 


< in the farming, collecting, or managing 
e the Duties to be collected by that Bill, or 


any other Aid to be granted to their Ma- 
« jeſlies, other than the preſent Commiſſio- 
ners of the Treaſury, and the Officers and 


„ Commiſſioners for managing the Cuſtoms 0 
« and Exciſe. 
In Confumcice of this Reſolution, when 


the Bill was committed, it was an Inſtruction - 
to the Committee to prepare a Clauſe to that 


Effect. A Clauſe was accordingly inſerted in 


the Bill, which paſſed into a Law: And 


thereby all Members concerned in farming, 
collecting, or managing Aids and Duties, (ex- 
cept the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, and 
the Officers and Commiſſioners for nanaging 
the Cuſtoms and Exciſe, not exceeding the 
then . preſent Number in each Othice) ſtand 


{I incapacitated * X. 


AND for a Breach of this Law, Richard 
Wollaſton, Eſq a Member, having been con- 


cerned, and acted as a Receiver of the Duties 
Upon Houſes, and alſo upon Births, Marriages 
and Burials, was the 2oth of February 1698. 


_—_— the Hoalec!: © | 
* 5 and 6 V. & M. c. 7. Sect. 58. TAE 
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| Tax Officers and Commiſſioners of the 
Cuſtoms and Exciſe (excepted by this Law) 


5 | wore afterwards incapacitated to be Members 


the Officers of Excite, by 11 and 12 NV. 3. 
t C. 2. ſect. 150. aud of the Cuſtoms, by 12 _ 


wy 


t 4 13 W. 3. F. 18. ſect.— 
5 THis Incapacity impoſed upon particular of 
» [| ficersat that time, ſeems to have been thought 
5 vy the Majority, a ſatisfactory Expedient. 
IF Fox in the next Seſſion, (1694.) when a 
Place-bill, worded as that in 1693. with an 
: E Allowance of a Re- election, but without the 
1 beide in Favour of the Speaker (of which 
5 [ before the Commons appeared fo tenacious) 
had been much conteſted and debated, and 
* | ar ſeveral Diviſions in the Progreſs of „ 
1 WW vas read the third time; the Queſtion being 
8 3 | pur, That the Bill do pals 
1 I x paſſed in the Negative. Nas, 142, 
V 175. | 
, E AND the Bill wasby C Order xeiddded, - 
- E In this Seſſion, the Bill for triennial Parlia- 
I ments paſſed. both Houſes;..and the King gave 
> his Allent, which he had refuſed to the like 
hin in the Seſſion 1693. hen the firſt Place. 
1 bill was propoſed. 


I the next Parliament, in n Mr. Foley 
4 WW was Speaker, (as he WAS in the Cloſe of the 


4 | laſt, upon the Diſgrace of Sir Fohn Trevor) 
S no further Application was made 1 can find) 
bor a Place bill. 


Bur in the firſt Seſlion of a new nn 


in 1698. that Scion, . in which the Army 
was 


EEE 


| (c 


Fs „„ 
was reduced to Seven thouſand Men, and the 
Commons vexed the King, by other Expreſ. 
fions of Ill- humour *, a Place-bill of another 
Kind was propoſed, intituled, A Bill to 
refrain the Number of Officers | itting in the 
Houſe of Commons. The Preamble was ſhort; 
vis. © To the end that all Procecdings 1 in 

_ «Parliament may be free and impartial.” 
TE Bill Ena&cd, © That after 25 March 
<. 1699. no Perſon ſhould be capable to be 
< elected a Member, who, at the Time of the 
c iſſuing out the Writ for Election, or at any 
Time afterwards during the Continuance of 
e the ſame Parliament, ſhould be poſſeſſed of 
<« any Office from the Crown, except the Offi 
ccrs particularly named in the Bill” (which was 
brought in without aBlank in the Exception. ) 
IVIL L read you the Lift : 
« Commiſſioners of the Treaſury and Admi- 
< xalty, not exceeding Five in each Commiſlion, 
Acting Privy- counſellors. 

« Secretarics of State, 
Chancellor and Under-Treaſurer of the 
Excheq uer. 
Mäaſter of the Ordnance. 
T reaſurer of the Ordnance. 
Three principal Flag -· Officers in the Fleet, 
Treaſurer of the Navy. 

& Surveyot of the Navy. _ 

« General Officers of the Army, who wet: 

Natives of England, and actually ſerved a 
** ſuch under his Majeſty, in the late Wars, 


* OY Vol, vn p. 219. 
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J 

* Officers in the Militia. 

« Attorney-General. 

«© Yolicitor-General. 

© Thethen preſent Secretary of theTreafury, 


«< Firſt Commiſſioner in the Commiſſions of 


the Cuſtoms and Exciſe. 
« Offickrs in Corporations. 


“ Officers of Inheritance, or guamuiu 2 
0 bene ge erint, having beenuſually ſo granted, 
for the Space of thirty Years then laſt-paſt. 


« Officers, the Profit of whoſe Office did not 
« exceed the Sum of 40 J. yearly (ſo as ſuch 


% Officer had Lands of Freehold and Inherit- 
H ance, of the yearly Value of 500 J.) 


« And half. -pay Officers.” 


THis Bill paſſed in the Houſe of Commons, N 
but not Without a Diviſion upon the Queſtion 


for Therolling. Tens 182. Nos 141. 


Ix was carried to the Lords by the famous 
Sir Fohn Bowles ;but the Lords did not paſs it. 


IN the next Seſſion *, a Bill was preſented 


for the more free and impartial Proceedings of 


Parliament, with this Preamble : : 
by Foraſmuch as nothing can be of greater 


« Importance to the Kingdom, than that ſuch 


1 


* 


Perſons as are elected by the People to repre- 


* ſent them in Parliament, ſhould faithfully | 


c diſcharge that High Truſt repoſed in them.“ 


Tuz Bill enacted, That after 25 March 
1700. if a Member, Ener his Election, ſhould 


accept any Place from the Crown, he ſhould 
be diſabled to fir in that Parliament 


* 1699. 


3 1 


2 3 6 8 B . . 
e . 28 * Fs 
5 * 


— 2 — — 


4 | 
And a Clauſe was added by the Commit. 
tee, obliging the Members to ſwear, not to 


take any Place of Profit, Reward, or Gratuity, 


for any Service done, or to be done, as Mem- 
bers of Parliament. y 
Bur the Report of the Amendments made 


to this Bill, was adjourned from time to time; 
and the Bill was not further proceeded upon in 
the Houſe of Commons during that Seſſion. 


IN the firſt Seſſion of the next Parliament, 


in which (as * Burnet aſſerts) a French Party 
| prevailed, and the Influence of French Lonts- 
d ores was ſuſpected 3 and when the Tories, 
who were a great Majority in the Houſe of 
Commons, ſhewed great Partiality in judging 
Elections; and when the Lord Somers, with 
other Lords, was impeached : This Condition 


(among others) was annexed by the Commons, 
upon Mr. Harley Motion, to the Bill For the 


further Limitation of the Crown, (with a De- 
ſign, it has been ſuppoſed, to make it unac- 
en That after the Limitation of the 
« Crown, made by that Act, ſhould take 


Effect, no Perſon who ſhould have an 
ee Office, or Place of Profit, under the King, 


4 or ſhould receive a Penſion from the Crown, | 
e ſhould be capable of ſerving as a Member 


ec of the Houſe of Commons.” 


 _ ThosE who wiſhed well to the Act, (as 
Burnet ſays ) were glad to have it paſſed any 
way, and fo would not examine the Limita- 


* Burnet, Vol: XI. p. 217 218, N 
4 Vol, I. „ 
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tions that were in it; they thought it of great 


Importance to carry the Act, and that at ano- 


ther Time thoſe Limitations might be better 


conſidered. So the Act paſſed. 
Sir T. G. This general Excluſion of all 
Place-men was, vou "muſt own, a Self. -deny- 
ing Law. 
Sir A. O. SELF denying ! Was not the In- 


capacity deferred, till the Succeſſion in the 
Houſe of Hanover ſhould take place? An 
Event, to ſpeak tenderly, rather wiſh'd by one 
Party, than fear d by another. And I cannot 


be ſo civil to ſome Perſons in the Country In- 


tereſt, as to forget what Endeayours they uſcd 


to defeat this Succeſſion. But if I ſhould allow, 


that there is an Appearance of Self-denial in 


impoſing that Incapacity on all Members, un- 
der a future Government; may I not ask, Why 


the ſame Patriots, upon King William $Death, : 
did not continue to exert the ſame Selt- — 


ing Spirit! 
For in the firſt Seſſion of Queen A's 


firſt Parliament 1702. upon the Queſtion being 

put, That Leave be given to bring in a Bifi 
For the more free and impartial Proceedings 
f Parliament, by providing, That no Perſon 


whatſoever, in any Office or Employment, 


ſhould be capable of ſitting in Parliament ; it 
Paſſed in the Negative. Ted's 77. No's 138. 
Bur Leave was given to bring in a Bill For 


the more free and impartial Proceedings in 


Parliament, by providing, That no Perſon 
ſhall be choſen a Member of the Houſe of 


F 2 | Com- 
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„„ 
Commons, but ſuch as have a ſufficient real 
Eſtate; which Bill paſſed the Houſe of Com- 
mons, but did not paſs the Houſe of Lords. 
By which Bill, the Qualification of a 
| Knight of the Shire, was Five hundred Pounds; 
and of a Citizen or Burgels, Three hundred 
Pounds a Year. 
13 January 1704. Two ſeveral: Bills were 
ordered to be brought in; one To. prevent 
Perſons, who are intitled by their Offices, to 
receive any Benefit, by publick annual Taxes 
Zo be granted ; and the ſecond, Har the ex- 
cluding out of the Houſe of Commons, all 
Perſons that were in any Offices or Employ- 
ments erected ſince the Sixth Day of February 
1684. or to b erected. 
IT x firſt of theſe Bills, upon. the Queſtion 5 
lor paſſing, was rejected. Tea's 133. No 139. 
. ſecond, which paſſed the Houſe of 
Commons, the Lords made ſome Amend- 
ments, which were not agreed to by the 


— Commons. 


EL 


Or thelc Bills, Bur net gives the following 5 
Account: 

X A GENERAL Self ds Bill was 1 
ed in the Houſe of Commons, by thoſe 
very Men who, in the firſt Seſſion of Par- 
© liament, when they hoped for Places them- 
0 ſelves, had oppoſed the Motion of ſuch 
« a Bill, with great Indignation. Now the 
Scene Was a little alter d; they ſaw, they 
were not like to be Fayourites ; ; ſo they pre- 
« tended to be Patriots: This looked o 


* Burnet, Vol. II. p. 412. ce ſtrangely 


ce 


cc 


cc 


© ſtrangely in be, that! it was rejected. But 
« another Bill A more reſtrained Nature, 

« paſſed, diſabling eme Officers, particularly 
« thoſe that were concerned in the Prize 
« Office, from ſerving in. Parliament. To 


this a general Clauſ: was added, that dif. 


« abled all who held. any Office, that had 
« been created fince the Year 1684. or any 


Commons did nor agree to this Alteration 


« they would have all or hing, 90 the 


“ Bill fell.“ 
1705. a Bill for the more free and impartial 


great a Number of Officers ſitting in Parlia- 


ment, which was, upon the Queſtion, (Tea 9 
220, Nos 134.) ordered to be wrong in, 


was read the firſt Time. 

ThE Preamble of which was. this: ce For 
the more free and impartial Proceedings in 
Parliament, to prevent the Inconveniencies 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


of Officers in the Houſe of Commons,” 
Tui Bill Enacted, That / no Perſon ſhould 


© be capable to ſit and vote in the Houſe of 
0 Commons, who ſhould. have any Olice 
3 * from the Crown, e > JE 

ere - 


Office that ſhould be created for the future, 
« from ſitting in Parliament. This, paſſed 
among them, and was ſent to the Lords; 
« who did not think fit to agree to, ſo general 
3 4 Clauſe ; but conſented to. a particular Diſ- 
ability, put on ſome Offices by Name, The 


IN the firſt Seſſion of the next Parliament, 


Proceedings. of Parliament, by preventing too 


which may. ariſe from too great N umber 


133 
Here followed a Blank; and this is the firſt 
Example of the kind, | To 
IRE Bill was not read a ſecond Time, being 
poſtponed, while the Amendments to the Bill, 
for the better Security of the Prateſtant Suc- 
ceſſion, were under Conſideration 3 and be- 
ing thought unneceſſary, when the Proviſions, 
which I ſhall now give ſome Account of, were 
ingrafted into that Bill. 
InAr Bill which paſſed in the Houſe of 
Lords, being ſent to the Commons, met with 
much Oppoſition there: The Committee of 
the whole Houſe, to whom it was committed, 
were impowered to receive a Clauſe for ex- 
plaining, regulating and altering the Clauſe 
before- mentioned, in the Act for the further 
Limitation of the Crown, relating to Officers 
not being Members. 
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A Ciaves marked BY was accordingly, to 

this Effect, added; which recited the ſaid 
Clauſe in the Act for the further Limitation 
of the Crown; viz. © That no Perſon who 
< has an Office or Place of Profit under the 

King, or receives a Penſion from the Crown, 
< ſhall be capable of ſerving as a Member of 

« the Houſe of Commons.“ And further 
recited, “ That it appeared reaſonable, that 
e the ſaid recited Clauſe ſhould be regulated 
<« and altered. And therefore Enacted, © That 
„ notwithſtanding the ſaid Act, it ſhould and 
« might be lawful, to and for the ſeveral 
< Officers of the Crown, therein after-men- 
2 ** tioned, 
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tioned, being duly elected Knights, Citizens, 


Burgeſſes or Barons of the Cinque Ports in 
Parliament, and to no other Perſon, having 
in his own Name, or in the Name of any 
Perſon or Perſons in Truſt for him, or for his 


Benefit, any Office or Place of Profit under 
the Crown, or any Penſion, Salary, Pay or 


Wages from the Crown, (other than Pen- 


ſions of Inheritance, or for Life, which 


have been already granted) to meet, ſit and 


vote in ſuch Houſe of Commons, as ſhall 
meet in Parliament on the Demiſe of her 
* Majeſty, without Iſſue, by virtue of this 


Act, and in all future Parliaments, to be 
thereafter convened or aſſembled; that is to 


ſay, Officers of Inheritance, or for Life, 
abſolute, or quamdiu ſe bene geſſerint ; 
Juſtices of the Peace, Officers of Corpora- 


tions, and Officers of the Trained-bands or 


* Militia of this Kingdom, for ſuch their Of- 
fices only ; Treaſurcr of the Houſehold, 
Comptroller of the Houſehold, Vice-cham- 
berlain, Chancellor and Under-Treaſurer of 
the Exchequer, Two principal Secretaries of 


State, King or Queen's firſt Serjeant at Law, 


Attorney General, Solicitor General, Com- 
miſſioners of the Treaſury, not excceding 
Five; Secretary of the Treaſury ; Comm 
ſioners of the Admiralty, not exceeding. 


Five; Treaſurer of the Navy, Comptroller 
of the Navy, Secretary at War, Chancellor 


of the Dutchy of Lancaſter, Lieutenant 
General of the Ordnance, General Officers 
. . 
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tt of the Army, being Natives of England, 
ce or born beyond tlie Seas of Fngliſb Parents, 
« and having a frechold Eſtate in England, not 
« .excceding Five, to be allowed according to 
ce their Precedency ; Flag Officers of the Navy, 
not exceeding Five, to be allowed accord- 
ing to their Precedency; and other Officers, 
« being ſworn Members of the Privy Council, 


cc hot excecding Ten; the firſt ſworn to be 
« firſt preferred,” Oc. 


nich Clauſe being ſent, with the Bill, to 


rhe Lords, was amended by them, by inſerting 


Words, which repealed, inſtead of regulating 


and altering, the ſaid recited Clauſe, in the Act 

for the further Limitation of the Crown ; 
and by adding a Provy/o, © That from and 
c after the Diſſolution or Determination of 
C4 


A s 


© in his own Name, or in the Name of any 
« Perſon or Perſonsin Truſt for him, or for his 
« Benefit, any new Office or Place of Profit 
« whatſoever, under the Crown, which at any 
« Time hercafter ſhould be created or erected; 
« nor any Perſon, who ſhould be a Commit 
« ſtoner or Sub- Commiſſioner of Prizes, ot 
e Receiver of the Prizes, ſhould be capable 
of being elected, or of ſitting or voting as 
a Member of the Houle of Commons.” 

Tusk Amendments, with the Bill, being 
returned to the Commons, Were diſagreed to 
by — 


hs 


that Parliament, no Perſon who ſhould have, 
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Bur they added to the Liſt of Officers, ex- 
cepted | in their Amendment, 


ITE Lieutenants and Deputy-Lieutenants 
* of Counties, Cities and Places. 

90 Commiſſioners of Sewers. 
Officers of Foreſts, Parks or Chaces. 

<« Cuſtodes Rotulorum. 

„ Vice-Admirals, and 

te Stewards or Bailiffs of Courts, Honours, 
oy Hundreds or Manors.” 


A 


Fon which Diſagreement with the Lords, 


in the ſaid Amendments to Clauſe (B), the 


Commons, at a Conference, Save theſe Rea- | 


ſons : 8 


© BECAUSE they cannot conſent to repeal a 
Clauſe which was made to redreſs a Grie- 
vance ſo frequently complained of in Par- 
liament; and your Lordſhips, by your 
Amendment, tho' it excludes only Perſons 
from fitting in the Houſe of Commons, 
that ſhall have new Offices or Places of 
Profit under the Crown, hereafter to be 
created, and the Commiſſioners, Sub- 
Commiſſioners, and Receivers of the Prizes, 
do admit ſome Proviſion of that Nature to 
be reaſonable. 

© BECAUSE a total Repcal of the ſaid 
«© Clauſe would admit ſuch an unlimited 
Number of Officers to be Members of the 
Houte of Commons, as may deſtroy the 
irce and impartial erer in Parlia- 


G * ment, 
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* ment, and endanger the Liberties of the 5 


Commons of England. 

« BECAUSE by the Words left out by 
< your Lordſhips, a competent Number of 
Officers is admitted to ſit in the Houſe of 
Commons; and by the Words inſerted in 
* their ſtead, a cuffciens Number is not ex- 
N cluded. 455 


a 


ee 


Tur Lords inſiſted upon their Amend- 


: ments, for the following Reaſons: 


«* THE Lords inſiſt upon the Second and 


« Third Amendments made by them to the 


<« Clauſe marked (B); which relate to the 
“ repealing the Clauſe in the Act, intituled, 


« An Aci for the further Limitation of the 


0 


A 


60 and Liberties of the ect; whereby 


“ Perſons having Offices or Places of Profit, 
or Penſions from the Crown,. are made 


0 


3 


incapable of ſerving as Members of the 
** Houſe of Commons.” 


Firſt, © BEC AUSE they conceive, that 


Las 


c 


© be repealed, as inconſiſtent with the Na- 
'< ture and Conſtitution of the Engliſh Go- 
* yernment : For to Enact, That all Perſons 
employed and truſted by the Crown, ſhall 
for that Reaſon alone become uncapable of 


A 


A 


1 


< being truſted by the People, is, in Effect, to 


0 


N 


declare, That the Intcreſts of the. Crown 


+ and of the People mult be always contrary 
I 


«© Crown, and the better pre erving the Rights 


the ſaid general diſabling Clauſes ought to 
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to cach other; which is a Notion no good 
Engliſhman ought to entertain. | 
Secondly, © Tn EY think ſuch a Clauſe is 
manifeſtly injurious to the People of Eng- 
land, who are the proper Judges of what 
Perſons are fit to repreſent them in the Houſe 
of Commons. And therefore a Clauſe 
which in ſo great a meaſure deprives the 


Electors of their Freedom in chuſing, ſeems 


to be built upon a Suppoſition, that the 
People are become either ſo corrupt, or ſo 
inſenſible, that they ought no longer to be 


_ truſted in the fame manner they have al- 


ways hitherto been, with the Choice of 


deprive them of the Service and Aſſiſtance 


of the moſt valuable Men in the Kingdom; 
for that will always be the Caſe, when the 


Crown makes a right Choice in filling 


Offices with Gentlemen of Intereſt, Pro- 
be 


bity and Underſtanding. 


Thirdh, * ar Lords apprehend, that the 


ee ON Officers from ſitting in the Houſe 


of Commons, may tend to incteaſe the 


Number of Penſions there, which they 


think would be infinitely of more dange- | 
rous Conſequence. 


Fourthly, < Tas Ad made in the laſt 


Reign, for the frequent Meeting and Call- 


ing of Parliaments, was intended,' and 


ſeems to be an effectual Security again 
any real Prejudice to the People, by 


troducing an exceſſive Number of —* 


8 2 wy into 


cc 
ec 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


ce 


xe. 
ce 
E 
cc 
ce 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


c 


cc 
BY: 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


"CC - 


cc 
cc 
"CC 


Ly 


Li 
into the Houſe of Commons. For the Na- 
tion, having ſuch frequent Opportunities of 


new Elections, may help themſelves at 
Pleaſure, by leſſening the Number of Of- 


ficers, or totally forbearing to chuſe any 


of them. And this they certainly will not 


fail to do, as ſoon as they find them to be 


a Grievance. 


Fifthly, © THE Government has ſubſiſted 


happily for many hundred Years without 
any diſabling Law of this Nature. And 
the Lords have obſerved, that the clamo- 
rous Diſcourſes ſpread about, in relation to 
the great Number of Officers ſitting in Par- 
liament, have been chiefly ſince the late 


happy Revolution; and yet within the Com- 


ee 


paſs of that Time, more excellent Laws 


have been made for declaring and ſecuring 
the Rights and Liberties of the People, and 
the Freedom of Parliaments, than in the 
Courſe of ſome Ages before; which does 
demonſtrate, that there has been hitherto 


no Miſchief from Perſons in Office, and 
gives the Lords Cauſe to think, that ſuch 
Clamours (cho they may have created ſome 
Prejudice in the Minds of well intentioned 


Perſons, yet) took their true Riſe from ill- 


deſigning Men, who obſerved with Regret, 
the active Zeal, with which thoſe who were 
in Employments under the Crown, ſup- 
ported the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and pur- 
ſued the common Intereſt of Prince and 


People. 
Sixthly, | 
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ce dom againſt future Exceſſes in multiplying 


Sixthly, © THE Amendment made by the 5 
Lords to the Clauſe (B), ſecures the King- 


« Offices, (not neceſſary for the Intereſt of the 


« Government) upon any indirect account, 
cc 


cc 


« voting as Members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons. The Lords have alſo, by the ſame 


Commons, according to the Intent of a 
Bill, which for that Purpoſe was ſent up 


to the Lords by the laſt Houſe of Com- 
A 


(B), admit it to be reaſonable, that the 


juſt way of making ſuch Alteration, but by 


Words, what Officers ought to ſtand excluded 
from the Houſe of Commons, and to re- 
peal the general Clauſe as to all others. 
And therefore the Form of the next Amend- 
ment of the Lords: (from which they can- 
not depart) makes it neceſſary for them to 
inſiſt upon the Word Repeal, and not to 
admit that the Words (Regulated and Al. 
tered) ſhould ſtand, as being e impro- 


CC per, 


A 


A RN 
0 — Liebe Ie — . 


« by diſabling all who {ſhall hereafter come 


into any new-created or erected Offices 
from being elected, or from ſitting or 


« Amendment, diſabled all Officers relating 
to the Prizes, from ſitting in the Houſe of 


_ Seventhly, © T HE Commons, in the Clauſe 

| © general diſabling Clauſe ſhould be regu- 
E © lated and altered; and the Lords are of 
| © Opinion, that there can be no ſafe and 


naming expreſly, and in certain and plain 
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per, with reſpect to the Lords next Amend. 


ment.“ 


THE Lords inſiſt upon their Fourth 


Amendment : 


« BECAUSE that Amendment does in ex- 


preſs Terms ſay, what Offices ſhall be ex- 
cluded, and who ſhall be liable to the Pe- 


nalty mentioned in the Clauſe (B), in caſe 
they afterwards preſume to fit. 
thod of the Lords gives a fair Opportunity 
of conſidering diſtintly the Nature of the 


This Me- 


Office, and weighing the Reaſons on both 
Sides, before ſo hard a 1 be paſled, 


Seat in the Houſe of Commons : 


e Officer from his 
Whereas 


the Uncertainty of the Commons Claulc 
deprives the Lords of any ſuch Opportu- 


nity, ſince they cannot be ſure of having 
under their Conſideration-all the Offices to 


which it will extend; and it cannot but be 
very dangerous to admit ſuch an uncertain 
Clauſe, in regard to the Time of its taking 


Effect, upon "the Demiſe of the 


Ucen 


without Iſſue; a Time, in all Probability, 


when cautious Men will be willing to find 


an Excuſe for ſitting ſtill, and even when 
wiſe Men will be apprehenſive of acting; 


ſince by the Commons Clauſe ſo great a 


Latitude will be left for uncertain Determi 
nations, as to the Perſons who ſhall, or 
ſhall not, be excluded from Parliament. 

Secondly, © Tax Time when this Clanſe 15 


* take place, "Ems to be an unanſwerable 
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Objection, (though it wight be admitted at 
another Time) becauſe it docs directly con- 
tradict the main Deſign of the Bill, which is 
to provide, that when the Limitation to the 


Succeſlor ſhall take place, all things ſhould 


remain in the ſame State they were left at 
the Time of the Demiſe of her Majeſty 
without Iſſuc — For which End the Bill 
expreſly appoints, that the Parliament 


. which laſt met and fat before that unhappy 
Accident, ſhould be continued, in order not 
only to avoid the Miſchiefs of new Ele- 
ctions at ſuch a Time, but even Diſputes in 
the Houſe of Commons about Elections. 
But the Clauſe (B) (if it ſhould be agreed 
© to) will make the Houſe of Commons be- 


come an imperfeR and deſective Body, by 
turning out great Numbers of thoſe who 


were legally choſen, and in Poſſeſſion of 
their Scats, at the very Inſtant when the 


Nature of the Occaſion neceſſarily requires, 
and the Bill expreſly provides, that the Par- 
liament muſt meet immediately. 


| Thirdly, © ExPERIENCE has ſhewn, that 


40 


when Men are engaged in Election of Mem- 
bers to ſerve in the Houſe of Commons, 


great Diviſions ariſe amongſt them, and Ani- 


moſities are heightened to a dangerous De- 


gree; and therefore nothing can be of 


worſe Conſequence, than to give Occaſion 


for theſe unhappy Ferments in the King- 
dom, by making it neceſſary to have o 
many new Elections at ſuch a JIuncture; 
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amongſt the beſt· affected Subjects, and will 
give a dangerous Opportunity to all that are 
diſaffected, of diſturbing the publick Peace. 


Elections will of Neceſſity draw together 


great Numbers, and at the ſame time make 


« it imp oſſible for the Government to watch 


over thera, or to obviate ill Deſigns, with- 
out doing what may be pretended to be an 
Infringement of the Freedom of Elections: 


So that great Bodies may get together, in 


ec 


order to ſet up the Intereſt of a Pretender to 


the Crown, without being obſerved, or at 


leaſt without being oppoſed, till it may be 
too late to ſuppreſs them. For Inſtance : 

Suppoſe the Lords ſhould agree to the Clauſe 
(B), and that at the Time of the Demiſe of 


her Majeſty without Ifſue, the Members 
that ſerved for Port ſinouth ſhould be diſ- 


abled, ſo that there muſt be a Proceeding to 
a new Election at that Place; at the Time 
of Election, according to known Cuſtom, 


the Garriſon is to march out, and all Per- 


ſons, who will pretend to a Right of giving 


Votes, muſt be admitted. The mere Stating 
this matter of Fact, will ſufficiently explain 
of what fatal Conſequence this may be (if 
Advantage be taken of the Opportunity) for 
putting fo important a Fortreſs into the 


Hands of ſuch as may be far from meaning 


to keep it for the Benefit of the Proteſtant 


Succeſſor. This may probably happen to 


4 be the Caſe at that Time, in moſt of the 


other 


cc 
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other Gatriſons ; and the Enemies to tlie 


Succeſſion (who, if this Clauſe was paſſed, 
would know where new Elections muſt be) 
would not fail to make their Preparations 


accordingly; and therefore the Lords can 


never agree to a Clauſe of this Nature, 
which is firſt to take place in the Parliament, 
that is, by this Bill to be continued upon 


<. ME Demiſe of her Majeſty without Ifuc ; 


becauſe it ſeems to them to tend plainly to 


defeat the Deſign of the Bill, the Security 


of the Proteſtant Succeſſion. 


Fourthly, © The Houſe of Commons deſite 
the Clauſe (B) ſhould be underſtood to be 


a Self-denying Clauſe, principally deſigned 
for excluding Officers out of the Houſe of 


Commons; whereas the Lords conceive the 
Clauſe to be a claiming for themſelves, and 


a kind of ſeizing to their own Uſe, ſo many 
of the moſt conſiderable Offices in the King- 


dom; the greateſt Part whereof are at leaft 


equally proper for the Lords, and have been 
often poſſeſſed by Lords, and other Com- 


moners not Members of Parliament. And 


had theſe privileged Officers been excepted 
only for the neceſſary Information of the 
Houſe, one or two of a Sort, or of each 
Commiſſion, might have been ſufficient 
for that Purpoſe. The Lords alſo cannot 
omit to obſerve, the Commons offer no 


Expedient, nor propoſe any Remedy, to 


ey © 


reſtrain Members of the Houſe of Commons 
from an and * for their Re. 
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lations and Dependents, all thoſe Offices, for 
which they make Men uncapable of ſitting 


among themſelves. And the Lords think 
that if Offices are ſo really deſtructive of free 


and impartial Proceedings in Parliament, as 
the Commons ſuppoſe, without. ſome Pro- 


viſion of this kind be made; Perſons who 


are within Doors, will remain as much lia- 


ble to the Influence: of Offices upon their 
Votes as before; ſince Offices given or 
refuſed at the Solicitation of Members of 
Parliament for their Creatures, may give as 


ſtrong a Bias to their Voting, as if ſuch 


Offices were given or refuſed t to the Mem- 
< bers themſelves. RS : 
Fifihly, Tre Clauſe marked (B) is 

liable to Objection; becauſe it will exclude 
divers conſiderable Officers, who, by the 
Nature of their Employments, might be of 


great Service to the Publick.in Parliament; ; 


and on the other hand, does admit of many 
others, to whom the Lords think there are 
juſt Exceptions, (in caſe it could be at all fit 
to procced in the Method taken by the 


Houſe of Commons) and particularly to 
thoſe who have Penſions, which was ever 
thought the moſt dangerous way of influ- 


encing Members of Parliament, and was 
found to be ſo in the Reign of King Charles 


rhe Second. Andtho' the Claule is reſtrained 


to Penſions of Inheritance, or for Life; yet 


it is well known, the Payment of Penſions 


may be ſo precarious, that this Conſidera- 


„tion 


WWW 


e 
tion alone may be allowed to affect Mens 
Votes, at leaſt as much as an Office. | 


Sixthly, © Tat Form and Method of the 
Amendment made by the Houſe of Com- 


mons, .in naming fuch Officers as they arc 
willing ſhould fit among them, and letting 
the general diſabling Clauſe remain, as to all 
others, can never be reduced to fuch a Cer- 


tainty as may reaſonably be agreed to. If 
the Lords had agrecd to the Amendment, 


as it was ſent up by the Houſe of Commons, 
great Numbers would have becn made unca- 
pable of ſitting in Parliament, whom the 
Commons never intended to exclude, The 
Lords could ſtill enumerate many other Of- 


 ficers, to whoſe Continuance in the Houle, 


they believe, the Commons could have no 
manner of Objection ; or, at leaſt, for whoſe. 
Excluſion no good Reaſon can be alledged. 


And many more may be involved in the 
ſame: Misfortune, who may not now be 
called to mind. There needs no greater 
Demonſtration, that this may be, than that, 


after the Houſe of Commons had ſent up 


* the Clauſe (B), in which they enumerated 


all the Officers they then tliought fit to 
allow to ſit, and which they continue to 
ſay, in the Reaſons deliver d at the laſt Con- 


6 ference, Was a competent Number, they 
have, nevertheleſs, by an Amendment 
made to their own Amendment, allowed 


many Hundreds of Officers to be capable 


of : ſuting, who ſtood abſolutely excluded 


1 e 


* ddd, Lets. Le BE. 


E 


© by their Amendment, as it was firſt 188 up 
< to the Houſe of Lords. 
Laſtly, © ThE Lords can never agree to 
ce this new Amendment made by the Houſe of 
„Commons, to their Clauſe (B), as it was 
c. deliverd at the laſt Conference; becauſe 


ce that would be to admit, that the Houſe of 
Commons can amend an Amendment made 
* by themſelves; than which nothing is more 


< plainly againſt the Cuſtom of Parliament, 
« and the known Courſe of Proccedings be. 
<«< tween the Two Houſes; which the Lords 
< think, ought to be ever kept ſacred. This 


* Courſe of Proceedings is founded upon un- 


« deniable Reaſon; for if either Houſe might 


cc be admitted to amend their own Amend- 


ments, it would directly tend to make Pro- 


« ceedings between the Two Houſes. endleſs, 
and introduce all fort of Confuſion and Dit 


<« order in paſling of Bills. 


THE Lords inſiſt upon their Sixth 


Amendment: 
< BECAUSE the ſame is adapted to their 


ce © former Amendment. 


„TRE Lords do alſo inſiſt upon their 
„ Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, 
ce Tenth, Eleventh and Twelfth A- 
e mendments: 
© BECAUSE theſe depend upon the other 
« Amendments, on which the Lords have 


inſiſted ; for they cannot think it reaſonable, 


Pr. 


7 that any Diſabilities or Incapacities ſhould 
© take Place; in = to a Parliament be- 
fore 
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fore that Time duly choſen, and which had 
fat ; much leſs in reſpe& to a Parliament 
« continued only for Six Months, to obviate 
Difficulties which may occur to the Succeſ- 


c 


* 


3 


A 


« ſor; and to preſerve the publick Peace at ſo 


Cc 


A 


critical a juncture, as that of her Majeſty's 
Demiſe without Iſſue: And, on the other 
«© hand, the Lords think it reaſonable, that 
« ſuch new Incapacities as are thought neceſ- 
ſary to be ordained, ought to take place as 
ſoon as may properly be, to the end it 


c 


A 


i" 


A 


may the ſooner appear, whether ſuch Alte- 


c 


A 


rations will be juſtified oy Experience. 


Uron the Report of theſe Reaſons, the 


Commons amended the Amendment of the 
Lords, which diſabled particular Perſons to fit 


in the Houſe of Commons, by adding ſeveral 
other Officers, and altering the Commence- 
ment of that Diſability, and inſerting a Pro- 


vis for vacating the Election of a Member 
accepting an Office, (bur giving him a Right 
to be re- elected) and for preventing too great a 
Number of Commiſſioners; and alſo a Pro- 
viſo in favour of Officers in the Navy and 


Army; and deſiſted from their Diſagreement 
to the Amendments made by the Lords: And 
the Lords having agreed to the laſt- mentioned 


Amendments made by the Commons, the Bil! 


paſſed both Houſes, and received the Royal 
Taz Words of the Ad lo paſled, relating 


to ha Matter, are as follow: 


* AND 


Ap whereas alſo, in and by the ſaid Act 


ce 


cc 


cc 
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(e 


« the Houſe of Commons: "And it appearing 


reaſonable, that the ſaid recited Clauſe ſhould 
be repealed: Be it therefore Enacted by the 
Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid laſt- re- 
cited Clauſe ſhall be, and is hereby annulled 
and repealed, as if the ſame Act had never 


cc 
cc 
cc 
= 
ps 


cc 


os 
ce 


DP 


5 


= 
cc 
cc 
cc 
c 
cc 
Ee 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
— 
cc 


ce 


3541 
it was, amongſt other Things, Enacted in the 


Words following : © That no Perſon who 
has an Officer or Place of Profit under the 


* King, or receives ® Penſion from the Crown, 


ſhall be capable of ſerving as a Member of 


been made. 


% PRO VIDE D always, and be it further 
Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
from and after the Diſſolution or Deter- 

mination of this preſent Parliament, no 
Perſon who ſhall have in his own Name, or 
in the Name of any Perſon or Perſons, in 
Truſt for him, or for his Benefit, any new 
Office or Place of Profit whatſoever under 
the Crown, which at any time hercafter 
ſhall be created or erected; nor any Perſon 
who {hall be a Commiſſioner or Sub- Com- 
 miſſioner of Prizes, Secretary or Receiver off 
the Prizes, nor any Comptroller of the Ac- 

counts of the Army, nor any Commiſſioner 

of Tranſports, nor any Commiſſioner of 

the Sick and Wounded, nor any Agent for 
any Regiment, nor any Commiſſioner for 
Wine Licences, nor any Governor or Deputy- 


Governor of any of the Plantations, nor any 
Commiſſioner of the Navy employ'd in any 
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. 
of the Out- ports, nor any Perſon having 
any Penſion from the Crown during Plex. 


ics ſhall be capable of being elected, or 


of ſitting or voting as a Member of the 
Houſe of Commons, in any Parliament 
which ſhall hereafter be ſummoned and 


holden. | 
© PROVIDED always, That if any perten, 
being choſen a Member of the Houſe of 


Commons, ſhall, at any time after the Diſ- 
ſolution or Determination of this preſent 


« Parliament, accept of any Office of Profit 


from the Crown, during ſuch time as he 
ſhall continue a Member, his Election ſhall 
be, and is hereby declared to be void; and 
a new Writ ſhall iſſue for a new Election, 
as if ſuch Perſon, ſo accepting, was natu- 


rally dead. Provided nevertheleſs, That ſuch 


Perſon ſhall be capable of being again elected, 
as if his Place had not become void, as afore- 


ſaid. 


© PROVIDED alſo, and be it Enacted, 
That in order to prevent, for the future, too 
great a Number of Commiſſioners to be 
appointed or conſtituted for the executing 
of any Office, that no greater Number of 
Commiſſioners ſhall be made or conſtituted 
for the Exccution of any Office, than have 
been employed in the Biecürten of ſuch re- 
ſpective Office, at ſome time before the Firſt 
Day of this preſent Seſſion of Parliament. 

«© PROVIDED alſo, That nothing herein 
contained {hall extend, or be conſtrued to 

_« extend, 


e extend; to any Member of the Houſe of Com. 
i 


« 
OO 


8 


CP I 


A 


mons, being an Officer in her Majeſty's 
Navy or Army, who ſhall receive any new 


A 


A 


N 


reſpectively X. 


IAIS Method of reconciling the Comntro- 5 
verſy between the Lords and Commons, nes. 


been called The Expeatent. 


Tas Reaſons of the Lords, to which the 


Commons yielded, are ſaid to have been written 


by the Lord Somers. And JI wonder, that their 


Force and Perſpicuity has not made ſome Gen- 


tlemen, who muſt have read them, Converts 


to his Opinion. 


Foreman. Bur there is one Argument in 
them, if I recolle&; founded upon the frequent : 
Opportunities of new Elections, by virtue of 


the Act for Triennial Parliaments ; ; which can- 
not be urged now. In Septennial Parlia- 


ments thoſe n. ſurely, are not fre. 


quent. 
Sir A. O. Yer, if the Law be now, that 


no Member can ſit in the Houſe after the Ac- 


ceptance of an Office, without the Conſent of 


his Electors, as was, after the Draught of theſe 


Reaſons, agreed between the Lords and Com- 
mons; that Conſent is now more expeditiouſly 
obtained or refuſed, a new Election . im- 
mae diately neceſſary. 


THESE Proviſions, then 8 were re- en- 


acted after the Union, by Act of 6 Anne, c. 7. 
which extended the former Act to the united : 


* Vid. 4. Anne, e. 75 Sect. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 


ne 


or other Commiſſion in the Navy or Army | 


oe 
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Kingdoms, and a Britiſb Parliament. An 4 1 


wond er, that after ſuch a ſolemn Determination, 
the Sticklers for Place-bills ſhould not be ſatiſ- 
fied or ſilenced. But in 1709, 


A BILL for ſecuring the Freedom 0 Par. 
liaments, by limiting the Number of Officers in 
the Houſe of Commons, was ordered to be 
brought in, upon a Diviſion ; and though it 


met with much Oppoſition in the Progreſs, was 


paſſed upon a Diviſion ; eas 197. Nor 175. : 


And was ſent to the Lords. 


Tat Preamble of this Bill was, © For ſe- 


* curing the Freedom of Parliament, by limit- 


ing the Number of Officers in the Houſe of 


© Commons.” 
AND the Bill, which was to commence after 


the Diſſolution or. other Determination of that 

Parliament, difabled Perſons having Offices 
from being elected, or ſerving as een 
* except —— 


— 


Tur Officers excepted were as follow: i 
Officers of Inheritance, ot for Life, ot 


8 quam Au ſe bene geſſerint. 


A 


© Cs 4 { of the Houſehold, 


Vice-Chamberlain 


“ Cofferer 
« 


£4 


* 


A 


« Exchequer. 


Principal Secretaries of State. 


< King's firſt Serjeant at Law. 
Attorney General. # 
| » Soli- 


Chancellor and Under-Treaſurer of the 


ce 


T7 


ce Solicitor General. 

Commiſſioners of the redes, not ex. 
* ceeding Five. 

« Secretary of the Treaſury. 


< Commiſſioners of the NAdiviratey, not 


« exceeding Five. 
* Treaſurer of the Navy. 
« Comptroller of the Navy. 
Secretary at War. : 
Chancellor of the Dutchy of Laster, 
Lieutenant General of the Ordnance. 


A 


* General Officers of the Army, not ex- 
ceeding Seven, to be allowed according to 


ce their Precedency. 


Flag Officers of the Navy, not exceeding 
Seven, to be allowed according to their 


« Precedency, 

© And other Officers, being ſworn Mem- 
bers of the Privy-Council, not exceeding 
Ten, the firſt ſworn to be firſt preferred.” 


N 
c 


* 


A 


Bur this Bill did not paſs in the Houſe of 


Lords. 


A BILL in the ſame Form and Words was : 


preſented i in the next Seſſion 1710. 


To the Officers execpted in the Bill of the 
former Seſſion, the Lord Advocate, the Lord 


Clerk Regiſter and Solicitor General in Scot- 
land, were added. 

Tur Houſe divided upon the Queſtion for 
the Third Reading, Tea s, 235. Nos 143. 


So it was read the third time, paſſed, and ſent 


up to the Lords; but not * by them. 


IN 


"oe 


de 


e 


1 
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IN this Seſſion, the Act for Qualification of 


Members by Eſtates paſſed, and made the Pro- 
ject of a new Place-bill leis neceſſary. 


Bur in the next Seſſion 1711. the ſame 
Place-bill was again brought in and paſſed in 
the Houſe of Commons, and was ſent up to 


| the Lords, who did not paſs it: Of which 
s Burnet gives this Account: 


„Tür * Self-denying Bill was brought 


into the Houle of Commons, and, as was 


** ordinary, it paſſed caſily there. The Scan- 


14 


dal of Corruption was now higher than 
<E- 


ever; for it was believed Men were not 


| © only bribed for a whole Seſſion, but had 
| © new Bribes for particular Votes. The 


Rs 


Twelve new Peers being brought into the 
Houſe of Lords, had irritated ſo many there, 
that for Two Days, by all the Judgment 


that could be made of the Houſe, the Bill 


« was likely to have paſſed that Houſe. But 
upon ſome prevailing Arguments, ſecretly 
* and dexterouſly applicd to ſome Lords, an 
Alteration was made in it, by which it was 
loſt: For whereas the Bill, as it ſtood, was 
to take place after the Determination of - 
the preſent Parliament; this was altered, ſo 


cc 
cc 


cc 


4 as it ſhould take Place after the Demiſe of g 


LC 


the Queen: So it was no more thought on.” 
WHA Art or Dexterity was uſed, or by 
whom, in prevailing with the Lords to diſa- 


gree with the Commons, I cannot lay, 


* Burnet, Vol. II. p. 598, 
ht | Bn 
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 Bes1DEs the Amendment, which Barnet 


mentions, other very material Amendments 
were made by the Lords, by leaving out the 
Names of all the great Officers excepted by 
the Commons; for the ſame Reaſon, it may be, 


that was given by the Lords in 1705. againſt : 


the like Exception; vir. 


* THAT the Commons, by that Exception, 5 


« ſcemed to claim to themſelves thoſe Offices, 
« which might as properly be executed by the 
© LO >. 

Bur after all theſe Amendments, the Bil 
was rejected. 


IN 1713. the like Bill was, in the Houſe of 
Commons, ordered to be brought in, and pre- 
ſented with the uſual Blank; and when the 
Bill was committed, an extraordinary Motion 

was made for committing it to the Committce 


to whom the Malt-bill was committed: But 
the Motion paſſed in the Negative. 264, 111. 
Nas, 180 
d the Bill did not paſs; the Order for 


reſolving the Houſe into a Committe upon it, 


being adjourned from time to time. _ 
IN the following Seſſion, 1713. the like 


Bill was preſented and paſſed in the Houſe of 


Commons, and -was carried to the Lords; 


the ſame Officers being excepted, as in the 


laſt. 
Bor it did not paſsin the Houſe of Lords, 


IN 1715. the like Bill was ordered to be 

Tek: in, and caſily paſſed in the Houſe of 

Commons but was * paſſed by the Lords, 
5 
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tho they were reminded of the Bill by Meſſage 


from the Houſe of Commons. The Officers 
excepted were the ſame as in the Bill laſt· men- 
tioned. 

FROM that Time till the Year 173 1 this 


Spirit of Reformation was quiet; but in the 
Years 1733, 1734, 1735. and in the laſt 


Seſſion, theſe Blank Place: bills, with a Clauſe 
excluding all Subſtitutes or Deputies of Officers, 


have been propoſed in the Houſe of Commons, 

: without Succeſs; none of them having had 

the Fortune to be committed; and that of _ 
the laſt Seſſion not being ſuffered to be 


brought in. How the 19 Blank in theſe 
Bills would have been filled up, if they had 


been committed, I will not conjecture, ſince 


the Advocates for theſe Bills have differed from 
themſelves, as well as with one another, as 


to the Catalogue of Offices fit to be excepted. 


THE Exception propoſed laſt Year, as I told 


you, Was more ene than any of the 


RMS. 
Mon Offices may be included in the next. 


The Houſe perhaps may then haue the Curi- 


ny to {ec the whole Lift. 


 Inave now fniſhed my Hiſtory of "" 99 


bills: If the Conſtitution wants a Remedy, 
the Doctors differ, you ſee, in their Preſcrip- 


tions. 
Tux firſt Place-bill in 1692. diſabled all 


| Members, except the Speaker, accepting Of- | 
fices * their Elon 


Tas 


[6] 


Thar Bill in 1693. as it paſſed both Houſes, 


difabled all Members, except the Speaker, 
accepting Offices after their Election; but 
allowed a Re-elettion, 


By a Clauſe in a Bill in the fame Seſſion, 


which paſſed into a Law, all Members con- 
cerned in farming, collecting, or 3 
Duties or Aids granted by Parliament, 


cept the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, Gs 
the Officers in the Cuſtoms and Exciſe) were 


diſqualified to be Members. 


Bx two ſubſequent Laws, viz, 11 & 12 
N,. z. cap. 2. & 12 & 13. V. z. cap. 10. the 
Officers of the Cuſtoms and Exciſe, (before 
excepted) were likewiſe incapacitated. We 
In the Bill propoſed in 1694. the Proviſo in 
' Favour of the Speaker, was omitted; but tho 
it agreed in every other reſpect with that pro- 


Poſed in 1692. it did not paſs in the Houſe of 


except a Number of Officers, mentioned par- ; 
ticularly in the Bill. f 

ITE Bill in 1699. which did not paſs in 

the Houſe of Commons, incapacitated Mem- 


Commons. 
Tux Bill in 1698. diſabled all Peres to 
be Members, who fhould have Offices at the 


Time of iſſuing out the Writs for Election, 


bers accepting Offices after their Election, 


without giving them the Capacity of being 


: re-elected. 


I Claie in the Ac of Settlement * _ 
excludes from the Houſe of Commons, all 


12 & 13 . 3. c. 2. 


Officers, 


ä 


8 
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Officers, withour Exception, when the Hand- 


ver Succeſſion ſhould take place. 


TAE Bill propoſed in the Firſt Parliament of 
Queen Anne, for an immediate Excluſion of 
all Officers, was rejected. 


IN 1704. by one Bill, which did not paſs 


in the Houſe of Commons, all Perſons in- 
titled by their Offices, to receive any Benefit 
from publick annual Taxes, and by another 
Bill, which did then paſs in the Houſe of 
Commons, all Perſons in any Offices ere&ed 
ſince the 6th Day of February 1684. or to De 
erected, were excluded, 
TE Commons, in 1705. by one of their I 
Amendments to the Act for the better Secu- 


rity of the Succeſſion, excepted many Officers 


out of the general Excluſion intended by the 

| Clauſe in that Act of Settlement, which I 
have quoted; it appearing reaſonable, as that 
Amendment recited, that the ſaid Clauſe ſhould 
be regulated and altered 


THE Lords thought it as reaſonable to repeal 


that Clauſe; and difabled, abſolutely, all Per- 
ſons having any new-created Offices, and every 
Commiſſioner, Sub-Commiſlioner, or Re- 
ceiver of Prizes, from being elected in an 


future Parliament. 


| Tax Common, at firſt, inſiſted upon their 

Regulation; and diſagreed with the Lords in 
the Repeal of that Clauſe— And yet, finding 
that ſeveral Officers were, by Miſtake, omitted 
in their 1 they * to correct 


that 


. 

1 8 
2 -% c * 
* ; 


n 


A 


that Error, and amended their own Amend- 
ment. 


Bur, after Conference with the Lords, they 
conſented to'the Repeal of that Clauſe, with a 


Proviſo, That after the Determination of that 


Parliament, the Scat of a Member, accepting 
an Office after his Election, ſhould be vacated It 
but that he mighr be re-choſen. 

An to the Officers abſolutely diſabled by 
the Lords to fit in the Houſe of Commons, 


they added ſeveral others ; the Diſability to 


take place after that Sefſton, 
THE Lords agreed: to this Compromiſe, 3 


1 and the Bill pafſed into a Law. 


Tux ſubſequent Bills for limiting the Num- 


Ber of Officers in the Houſe of Commons, differ 
in the Offices excepted. = : 


Bur arc theſe Self-denying Bills, as they 


are called? And is there any Merit in a Scheme 
for Power *? I declare, for my own part, That 


if the Remedy propoſed did not ſeem to me in- 
convenient, I would not take from this Admi- 


niſtration the A ſſiſtance of their moſt deſerving 


Friends, merely to indulge the Anger or Am- 
bition of their Adverfaries. J am far from 


: concluding, that all the Patrons of this Bill 
agree in wiſhing the lame enn much leſs 


* It was bald ! in the Debate upon the Place- bill, in 


| the aſt Seflion, That the Injuſtice of the Reproach, 
„ That Gentlemen in 4, e deſire . * is 
: thewed by & their . for this Bill 
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that it is moved (as ſome believe) on purpoſe | 
to be thrown out, or in hopes that it will be 
repealed at a proper Opportunity. But it is 
evident, that ſome flatter themſelves with the 
' Proſpect of a Change; and are perſuaded, that 
this Bill will deſtroy the preſent Adminiſtra- 
tion, and not diſſerve their Succeſſors. For if 
no more Officers are excepted, than were men- 
tioned in the laſt Seſſion, every Member (now 
in the Oppoſition) may have the Burden of an 
Employment. 
more confined, (as ſome think it ought to be) 
What will be the Conſequence ? The moſt. 
conſiderable Commoners might then hold the 


And if the Exception i is to be 


moſt conſiderable Employments; and I doubt, 


whether ſuch Country Gentlemen, as would 

then, probably, be Members, would, out of 
mere Gratitude to the Crown for the Pre- 
ſervation of our Laws and Liberties, be will- 


ing to tax themſelves for the ſake of the Pub- 


lick ; unleſs they ſhould accept private Rewards 
for their Concurrence : And this no Place-bill 
or Penſion-bill can prevent. 
urged in thoſe Reaſons of the Lords, Offices 
given or refuſed, at the Solicitation of Mem- 
| bers of Parliament, for their Creatures, may 
give as ſtrong a Bias to their Voting, as if ſuch 
Offices were given or refuſed to the Members 
I ſhould be ſorry if the Com- 
plaints of Corruption were true; and I wiſh, that 
there was more Virtue in thoſe that complain. 
T ruc Farictiim will ever be admired: er the 
| ; K Pe: 9 85 re- 


£ 


Since, as is well 


0660 


Pretence of it is ridiculous. Let us ſay hat 


we will, and make what Laws we pleaſe, the 


Generality of the Elected, as well as of the 


Electors, will be ſelf. intereſted. If a Member 


be a Man of Honour, a Place will not influ- 
ence him. If he be diſhoneſt, the Want of a 
Place will not ſecure him from Temptation : 


Or, in other Words; If Men are good, the 


Bill is unneceſſary; if bad, ineffectual. We 


live in an Age in which Duty is to be bought. 
And I condemn leſs, in Men retained by Places, 
that Motive to ſupport the Proteſtant Suc- 


ceſſion, than in Jacobites, and mock Teuners, 
meaner Motives to deſtroy it. 

Suppoſe, if you will, every thing that bears | 
the Appearance of Vice or Virtue, to be in 


Reality the Reſult of Self-intereſt : May not 
Place men have Property to retain them on the 
Side of their Country? And may not Profit in 
Reverſion give the contrary Bias to Men with- 


out Places? If they have no Advantage in 
Proſpect, may not they have the preſent Satiſ- 
faction of Revenge? And when that is the 
Caſe, I am apt to think, one who is under the 


Controul of his own Reſentments, ſerves, at 


leaſt, as implicitly as any Man can do mas 
the Influence of an Employment. 
ON which Side, do you think, would be 
: the Balance, if an Account were ſtated be- 
tween theſe two Sorts of Corruption? (For! 
can call that by no better Name, which en- 


ayes a Man to his own Paſſions). Examine | 


the 


J 
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the Behaviour of contending parties. Have 
not the Minority, in former Reigns and Par- 
liaments, been often a firm and unſhaken Body ? 
Unanimous in all their Meaſures, though made 
up of Men profeſling different and inconſiſtent 
Principles? And in Points of Oppoſition to the 
Majority, having but one Voice, and acting as 
one Man ? On the contrary, when Queſtions 
of a popular Nature have been propoſed, to 
what Cauſe ſhall we impute that great Increaſe | 
| of the Minority, which uſually happens upon 
| theſe Occaſions? Has it not been owing to the 
E Acceſſion of thoſe very Men, who are ſaid to 
be unalterably attached to their own Party by 
| miniſterial Influence? Is it not from their Ten- 
| dernels, and Fear of expreſſing their Diſſent to 


plauſible Propoſals, that Men leſs ſcrupulous 505 


hope Succeſs in their Projects of modelling the 
Conſtitution, for their own perſonal Benefit? 
Thus the Conſcience of the Honeſt may be 
called upon to aſſiſt the Ambition of the 
| Crafty. He is indeed a bad Actor, who deſires 
to move his Audience, and does not ſcem 
to be affected himſelf. But I wonder, that 
the Artifice of ſome Propoſitions, calcu- 
lated to delude the Well- meaning, is not 
by Them diſcovered, reſented, and difap- 
pointed. 
Ix· I could preſume to offer Bills for the | 
Amendment of the Conſtitution, I would pro- 
; poſe, that no Man ſhould be elected a Member 
| of Parliament, till he attained the Age of 27 
K2 „„ ® 7 
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* Years; or ſhould be allowed to ſpeak till 
he could write and read; or call a great Miniſter 


Knave or Fool to his Face, without a Teſtimo 
nial of his own Underſtanding and Probity : 


And to the end that all Proceedings in Parlia. 
ment may be free and impartial, I would 
move, That every Member who quits his Em. 
ployment out of Pique, for not being ad- 
vanced to a better, ſhould loſe his Seat in 


the Houſe, and be incapable of Re-eleQion, 
during the Miniſtry which refuſed his Requeſt. 
Bur I am not fond of Innovations, con- 


tenting myſelf with the full Enjoyment of Li- 
| berty, under the Protection of a mild and juit 


Government. And as I gave my Vote againſt a 


late Project, to make the Officers independent 
upon their General; I muſt diffent to this Bill, 
Which reſtrains the Power of the Crown in 
preferring Men of the greateſt Integrity and 
Ability, if they happen, by the free Choice of 
their Electors, to be Members of Parliament. 


And ſince, as the Law now ſtands, no Member 
can continue a Moment under the Influence of 


his Office, without the Conſent of his Electors; 


I am ſtill for truſting the Conſtituents with the 


Choice of their own Repreſentatives. And ifa 
Client or Tenant has a Mind to vote for his 
Patron or Landlord, and perhaps likes him the 
better for having an Office, I ſhall not think 


the Conſtitution in Danger. Nor is it decent in 


*The Senatorial Age in Rome. 5 
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thoſe, with whom ] differ, to be more jealous 

of the Prerogative, than the Party againſt the 
Court in 1693. who ſtruggled to obtain, what 
King William refuſed, a Security then deemed 


(ufficient, and now eſtabliſhed by Law. 


ie e 0 pauſcd, expecting ſome 
Remark on what he had faid. But Sir T. G. 


who now was convinced of his Miſtake, and 


glad to be diſabuſed ;" thanked Sir A. O. for 
his Entertainment; and, after many Expreſ- 
ſions of Civility, departed; reſolving never 


again to be miſled by thoſe political Guides, 


, whoſe Aim, as he perceived, is to impoſe upon 
| the People, that the pretended Senſe of the 
* people may impoſe upon the Legiſlature. 
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